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wishers, and has been duly repeated since.    He was as
well born as most of the peerage of that time; very
few of whom could show nobility of any antiquity in
the male line.    The Duke of Norfolk being the only
Duke at Elizabeth's accession, and in possession of an
ancient title, was looked on as the head of his order,
Yet it was only seventy-five years since a Howard had
first reached the peerage in consequence of having had
the good fortune to marry the heiress of the Mowbrays.
Edmund Dudley, Minister of Henry VII. and father of
Northumberland, was grandson of John, fourth Lord
Dudley; and Northumberland, by his mother's side,
was sole heir and representative of the ancient barony
of De I/Isle, which title he bore before he received his
earldom and dukedom.    In point of wealth and in-
fluence, indeed, the favourite might be called an upstart.
The younger son of an attainted father, he had not an
acre of land or a farthing of money which he did not
owe either to his wife or to the generosity of Elizabeth.
This it was that moved the sneers and ill-will of a
people with whom nobility has always been a composite
idea implying, not only birth and title, but territorial
wealth.    Moreover his  grandfather,   though  of good
extraction, was a simple esquire, and  had risen by
helping Henry vu.  to trample on the old  nobility.
After his fall his son had climbed to power under
Henry vm. and Edward VI. in the same way.    Lord
Robert Dudley, again, had to begin at the bottom of the
ladder.

No one will claim for Elizabeth's favourite that he
was a man of distinguished ability or high character.
He had a fine figure and a handsome face. He bore